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'May 7. I had the gout seized of me but moderately; and by good fortune my cause was not reported by reason of some heats in voting occasioned by the news then arrived that we and Holland were concluding a peace with France. One vote was that an address be made to his Majesty to lay aside those counsellors that did advise him to give those answers to the two Houses upon their late addresses to his Majesty for a war against France. The truth is this gave some credit to the other parly, several well-meaning men beginning to fear that the army now raised was rather intended to awe our own kingdom than to war against Prance (as was at first suggested by them).
May 6. It being put to the question whether an address should be made to the King for the laying aside the Duke of Lauderdale, of the kingdom of Scotland, from all employment, it was carried in the negative by one vote only.
May 10. The question was again put and carried, that such counsellors as had advised the King to make such answers to the late address from his Parliament, being betrayers of the King and kingdom, or to that effect, an address should be humbly presented to Ida Majesty to lay them aside from his councils and their other employments. This address was presented, and IUH Majesty's answer was this : that the said address WHH HO extravagant he was not willing to give such an answer to it as it deserved. Lauderdale was particularly named in that address. The same day it was carried, and but. by one vote in a full House, that the King's message lately sent them to consider of some means for a supply to IUH Majesty, for the paying off his fleet, should not be observed.
May 13. The King being advised of their high proceedings, prorogued the Parliament to the 23rd of that instant (May), which cut off all their votes and proceedingH